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Check against delivery! 
 
Madame Federal Councillor Calmy Rey, Mr. Prime Minister Terzic, Commissioner Rehn, 

distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues and friends! Welcome to the 

International Conference for Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

 

Let me start by expressing my gratitude to the Government of Switzerland and to you 

personally, Madame, for hosting this important event here in Geneva. 

 
We are only weeks away from marking the 10th Anniversary of the formal end of the war in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. This is an historic moment which offers a solid opportunity for 

critical reflection about past achievements in post-war stabilisation, but more importantly to 

discuss the transition of BiH towards Europe. And I am very grateful to Prime Minister 

Adnan Terzic for joining us here today. 

 

Conceived as a civil society- initiative – largely driven by stakeholders from Bosnia and 

Herzegovina itself – this international conference will attempt to take stock of developments 

in various fields over the past decade… fields and areas that are vital for the country’s 

functioning as a modern European state with a thriving civil society.  

The conference will cover issues ranging from state-building, democracy, security, the 

economy and justice as well as – and this is very close to my heart – culture, arts and 

education. 

In plenary sessions and in a dozen or so of panels, high-level politicians and international 

actors past and present, outstanding scholars and experts, diplomats, and - above all – the 

young from Bosnia and Herzegovina,  



whom we refer to as the “emerging voices,” will look at the lessons that may be drawn from a 

decade of international intervention in a country ravaged by war and destruction.  

 

More importantly – we will direct our attention towards the future of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

and are eager to learn what the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina have to say about their 

country’s road to Europe.  
 

Madame Federal Councillor, Mister Prime Minister, Commissioner: 
 

Only a few days ago, the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina completed the final reform 

steps which will – I trust - allow the European Union to very soon conclude a Stabilization 

and Association Agreement with Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

And I know that Paddy Ashdown, the current High Representative (who is with us today) will 

agree with me, that this then will help put the country irreversibly on course to effective 

statehood. 
  

In a few moments, we will receive a first-hand update from Olli Rehn, the European Union’s 

Commissioner for Enlargement,  

on where this process stands. 

 

Over the next two days, we will gauge the degree of “samo-odgovornost”, or “ownership”, by 

which politics have been driven since 1995.  

We will put developments in the political, economic, social and cultural context of the region 

called “Western Balkans” and the wider European integration processes.   

 

Most importantly, however, we will try to look beyond the lessons learnt. In fact, well beyond 

Dayton and into the current period of transition. I hope, that we will also assess the new era of 

Brussels. 

 

Some of you will remember – because you were part of it – that the process that led to the 

Dayton-Paris Peace Agreement began here in Geneva, in September 1995, where Carl Bildt, 

who will address you shortly, led a fresh initiative which ultimately ended the war.  

 



And it is in this spirit of “fresh thoughts and courageous ideas” that the Association Bosnia 

and Herzegovina 2005 organized this conference, which – by the way - is not meant to be a 

single stand-alone event, but part of an ongoing and – I am confident - continuing  process 

that started well over two years ago.  
 

Contrary to the efforts that ended the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina ten years ago, our 

conference is mainly driven by domestic, that is Bosnian, stakeholders. 

 

This has, by the way, also been recognized and welcomed by participants and contributors to 

this project alike, some of which were unable to attend today’s and tomorrow’s sessions, most 

prominently Lakhdar Brahimi, Richard Holbrooke, and Cornelio Sommaruga.  

 

I have been in close contact with them and they requested to convey their best wishes to you 

for a successful conference. 
 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen!  

Over the next two days, we will benefit from a massive presence of state-of-the art know-how 

and on-the- ground experience about Bosnia and Herzegovina,  

We will hear about the country’s and its citizens and politicians’ achievements, as well as 

about the missed opportunities, the remaining considerable  challenges and the prospects for 

the future of BiH, which clearly lies in the European family of states. 

 

But let me be very explicit on this:  A state without responsibilities will never be a 

responsible state.  

Clearly, this is at the heart of the matter….  
 

In this context and representing the important role of academia,  

I would like to extend a warm welcome to Mr. Bozidar Matic, the President of the Academy 

of Sciences and Art of Bosnia and Herzegovina,  

who was Prime Minister at a pivotal moment in his country’s recent history.  
 

Before I hand the floor over to the President of the Association and Chairman of this 

Conference, Mr. Jakob Finci,  



I would like to thank Christophe Solioz, the Association’s untiring Executive Director and his 

team of dedicated colleagues.  

I would also like to express my deep appreciation to those Governments, sponsors, NGOs and 

the many individuals who made this event possible, through their financial and organizational 

support… 

 

Finally, let me most sincerely thank you all for being here today, thus contributing to a better 

future for the citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
 

 



 
 

 
Welcome speech Vreni Müller-Hemmi    

Geneva, 20 October 2005 

 

Dear friends, distinguished guests, your excellencies, 

 

Together with Christophe Solioz and Toby Vogel I form the Swiss hard core of the Association 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 2005. It is therefore a special pleasure to welcome you to Geneva and 

to continue that city's tradition of good offices. I'm confident that the good spirit of Geneva will 

have a positive impact on our conference and our work towards a fully sovereign, stable and 

prosperous Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

 

It's not every day that such a distinguished group has the opportunity to discuss both the past and 

the future of the country and the region -- but 

*especially* the future.   

 

We are proud that we managed to secure the participation of so many hardworking and dedicated 

individuals, and we will build on their expertise during these two days and after.  

 

We are particularly pleased that we were able to closely involve many promising young 

Bosnians in the preparation of this conference, and I'm happy that you will meet them and hear 

their input into the various panels and workshops over the next two days. 



This is a critical time for Bosnia and Herzegovina, with the very real prospect of the country 

joining its neighbors later this year in establishing a contractual relationship with the European 

Union that will ultimately lead to membership. It is more important than ever that we agree on 

the right steps towards this goal. 

 

This conference is the culmination of over two years of work and preparation, and it will *not* 

be over when we leave tomorrow afternoon. 

The Association arose from the recognition that existing attempts to support reform in Bosnia 

and Herzegovina tended to suffer from two ills: first, they often were pure talking-shops, with 

little acknowledgment that good ideas also need to be implemented and find political support; 

second, they often tried to reinvent the wheel instead of building on existing intellectual and 

political resources.  

 

That's why we adopted a network approach to link these individuals, and that's why we adopted a 

process approach to make sure good ideas lead to good policies. 

 

We are certain that with so many committed people coming gathered in one room we will be 

able to come up with credible proposals for the future of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

 

But the important thing is that we will not just*generate* ideas: our friends and colleagues will 

go back to their country to pursue the recommendations we will develop in the coming two days. 

If I believe that the country has a bright future, it's because of the people who have convened 

here today.  

 

I would like to thank them -- you -- and I'm confident that our Geneva agreement for the state of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina will serve as a signpost on the way from Dayton to Brussels.  

 



Keynote Speech of Federal Councillor 

Mrs. Micheline Calmy-Rey at the opening of the 

Conference “Bosnia and Herzegovina  

10 Years of Dayton and Beyond”, 

Geneva, 20 October 2005 

 
 

Dear Mr Prime Minister,  

Dear Mr Ambassador, 

Dear Mrs National Councillor,  

Dear Mr Commissioner, 

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I would like to thank the “Association Bosnia and Herzegovina 2005” for the 

invitation to address this conference on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of 

the Dayton Agreement. 

 

We all remember this story about the post office building in Sarajevo, which 

was burned down during the siege in the mid-1990s. On one occasion, 

somebody wrote on the wall of this building: "This is Serbia." The next day 

someone else added: “No, this is Bosnia”, while a third graffiti artist reminded 

everyone: “This is the post office, you fool".  

 

The last one was right. When even non-Bosnians living in Sarajevo will feel that 

they belong to a country called Bosnia and Herzegovina, a true political identity 

of the citizens with their State will be created that overcomes the dominance of 

ethnically driven identities.  
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This is what we wish for this country, and it is this difficult route that we want 

to take together with our neighbours in the Balkans - strengthening this 

balanced partnership that we have been developing to this day. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

For us, 2005 is a year for reflection: 10 years have passed since the 

unspeakable tragedy of Srebrenica, and it is 10 years since the Dayton 

Agreement brought the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina to an end, laying the 

foundation for reconstruction as well as democratic and economic 

development.  

 

As we know, Srebrenica was – by far, sadly enough - not the only place which 

had to endure sufferings beyond belief in the hands of nationalistic criminals 

and war-mongers. 

 

But because of the scale of this particular tragedy, "Srebrenica" has put us, in 

Europe and even beyond, in a state of shock, while becoming a synonym for 

the inability of the international community to act in a timely and effective 

manner.  

 

Indeed, the events of July 1995 remind us in a most painful way that without 

sufficient political will, UN resolutions, blue helmets and TV cameras are not 

enough – and that when the need is there, no one comes.  

 

For far too long, the West was reluctant or unable to intervene decisively 

enough in Bosnia and Herzegovina, while the policy of displacement and 

ethnic cleansing was executed, war crimes against the civilian population were 

committed, civilian institutions and priceless religious and cultural monuments 

were systematically destroyed.  

 

The armed conflicts in the Western Balkans may well have stopped now. But 

the images of July 1995 are still pursuing us, reminding us that we, too, are in a 

way responsible. 
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What has happened since, what lessons have been learnt?  

 

An assessment of the general situation in Bosnia reveals a mixed picture: On 

the one hand, since 1995, Bosnia and Herzegovina has provided the 

international community with much good news. 

 

Without doubt the Dayton Agreement, together with the end of the war, have 

brought some successes: The country has been rebuilt; according to the 

UNHCR statistics, more than a million displaced persons have returned to their 

homes; and - although the socio-economic conditions remain very difficult for 

a great majority - the lives of most Bosnians have returned to some kind of 

normality.  

 

Second, very important reforms have been carried out already, or are about to 

be, including the centralisation at the State level of responsibilities in the fields 

of defence, intelligence, justice and fiscal policy. 

 

Obviously, we very much welcome this progress. Nevertheless, there are still 

important reforms to be implemented in order to overcome today’s remaining 

divisions and to free the country from its present dysfunctionalities. This will 

still require significant efforts however – and urgently so, if Bosnia and 

Herzegovina is not to be lastingly left behind by its neighbours and the rest of 

Europe. 

 

In truth, Bosnia and Herzegovina has now arrived at a real turning point in its 

history: The country is really at the doorstep of the Euro-Atlantic and European 

structures, remaining one of the last countries excluded from NATO’s 

Partnership for Peace Programme, and having yet to open negotiations with 

the EU on a Stabilization and Association Agreement. I welcome the fact that a 

compromise on the required police reform has finally been reached and that 

the last obstacle to start negotiations for such an agreement has thus been 

removed.  
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For all its possible flaws and its complexity, the Dayton Peace Agreement still 

remains the basic document in Bosnia even today, ten years after its 

conclusion. As we know, however, there is a growing consensus that the 

constitutional system of Bosnia and Herzegovina has considerable 

deficiencies. Although it had the immense merit of ending the war, the Dayton 

Peace Agreement – its Annex IV in particular –, does not constitute an 

adequate framework for building a prosperous future for Bosnia. Of course, the 

constitution has actually been amended in part already. But there is a need for 

more changes. The debate is ongoing. We believe that it is a necessary one - 

but one that has to be carried out with a deep sense of responsibility by all 

parties involved.  

 

Over the years, the Office of the High Representative has played a crucial and 

often decisive role in the implementation of the Dayton Peace Agreement. And 

even though I am sure that we will hear many critics towards the international 

community during this conference - many of them probably well-deserved, to 

be sure - we should all be grateful to the successive Representatives and to 

their teams for all the work done in sometimes very difficult circumstances. 

The time will soon come when the Office of the High Representative can 

complete its transformation into an EU Representative – the sooner, the better. 

Because this will definitively mark the end of the “Dayton era”. In the 

meantime, we are convinced that his role in partnership with the authorities 

remains necessary for Bosnia's continued development. 

 

A very important criterion to be fulfilled by the countries of the region remains 

the cooperation with the International Criminal Tribunal for the former 

Yugoslavia. As far as Bosnia and Herzegovina is concerned, the situation has 

considerably improved during the last few months. Since January, several 

voluntary surrenders to The Hague mainly by Bosnian Serbs have taken place. 

I also welcome the fact that The Hague tribunal referred its first case to Bosnia 

and Herzegovina’s newly-established national war crimes chamber only a few 

weeks ago. This was a very significant milestone, and I am convinced that this 

first handover to a country of the region will contribute to the strengthening of 

the rule of law in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  
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However, some of the most prominent indicted persons are still at large. It is 

the international obligation and the moral responsibility first of all of the 

institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina, in Serbia and Montenegro and in 

Croatia, but also of the international community to bring Ratko Mladic, 

Radovan Karadzic and Ante Gotovina to justice. The crimes committed in 

former Yugoslavia should by no means remain unpunished. The victims, their 

relatives, and the societies as a whole, demand and need truth and justice. 

Only so will it be possible for the region to deal adequately with its past and to 

build a peaceful and prosperous future. Only so will it be possible to avoid 

other tragedies. 

 

It is in the field of the economy, however, that the transition appears to be the 

most painful - in an environment still characterized by the years of war, the 

difficult transition from a command to a market economy, and to sustainable 

economic growth. Let me remind you that despite positive developments 

Bosnia remains largely dependent on foreign assistance and foreign 

remittances, representing 7% of GNP. However, to strengthen international 

trade and promote investments in Bosnia and Herzegovina, a predictable 

institutional framework and secure legal conditions remain of utmost 

importance. 

 

Southeast Europe has been a priority region in Switzerland's foreign policy 

since the 1990s and the onset of the conflicts that shook the Balkans. These 

conflicts had a major impact on Switzerland in view of its geographical and 

cultural proximity to the Balkans. Our country is currently home to some 

400,000 people from this region, who began building up wide-ranging, solid 

and lasting relations between Switzerland and the countries of Southeast 

Europe including Bosnia. 

 

Whatever the roots – nationalism, interethnic tensions, discrimination against 

minorities or socioeconomic stagnation – conflicts and crisis in Southeast 

Europe inevitably have an impact on Switzerland. 
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It was therefore only natural for Switzerland to be active in the Balkans, not 

only during the conflict in Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, and later in 

Kosovo, but also today when the region is in the midst of a complex economic 

and political restructuring process.  

 

In the painful moments of the last decade, Switzerland became a reliable 

partner to Bosnia and Herzegovina and welcomed a great number of refugees. 

Today, we realize that external assistance is still very much needed. Therefore, 

Switzerland continues to assist Bosnia and Herzegovina in its difficult 

transition, it has a clear interest in seeing Bosnia and Herzegovina stabilize 

and prosper.  

 

Since 1996, Switzerland has committed close to 400 million Swiss francs to 

Bosnia and Herzegovina for humanitarian aid, for economic and social 

development as well as in the fields of good governance.  

 

In its civilian peace building efforts, Switzerland is active in several areas in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. My country encourages the process of dealing with 

the past in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In supporting the War Crimes Chamber of 

the National Court, Switzerland facilitates the promotion of justice and the 

rehabilitation of victims in Bosnia and Herzegovina.  

 

Furthermore, Switzerland supports democratic control mechanisms in 

promoting professional journalism and transborder cooperation of the media. 

Switzerland is also engaged in demining projects and assists in combating 

trafficking of human beings. 

 

Constitutional reforms and political dialogue in Bosnia and Herzegovina is an 

other area fostered by Switzerland. My country supports those processes in 

strengthening public awareness and in facilitating dialogue in civil society on 

the need for constitutional reform in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In the past two 

years, Switzerland has been particularly active in promoting a local dialogue on 

constitutional changes.  
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With regard to the Swiss involvement in military and civilian security missions, 

we have deployed two liaison and observation teams as well as two helicopter 

units to the European Union Force in Bosnia and Herzegovina, EUFOR. 

Furthermore, a number of police officers have been seconded to the European 

Union Police Mission. 

 

We intend to continue our partnership, and we will maintain our commitment. 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is and will remain one of our priorities as far as our 

co-operation programmes are concerned. Obviously, the success of the 

international engagement in Bosnia and Herzegovina depends on the political 

will and ability of the Bosnian authorities and the political leaders to promote 

the reform agenda. It also seems very clear that well-coordinated support from 

the international community remains and will remain necessary, including in 

terms of military peace support operations. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina is confronted with further major challenges. The 

central institutions of the state must be further strengthened. Corruption and 

organised crime are still very much present and the efforts to fight against 

them must be vigorous. The social situation remains fragile due to the still 

large number of displaced persons and the high number of unemployment and 

poverty rates. There is still a worrying lack of confidence between the different 

ethnic groups, and the past is constantly being brought up to promote 

nationalist politics. 

 

Our vision for Bosnia and Herzegovina is that of a country as part of a 

peaceful, democratic and prosperous region, fully integrated in Europe, which 

is where - without doubt - it belongs. 

 

In Thessaloniki in 2003, the EU offered Bosnia and the entire region the 

prospect of a "common European perspective”. This is an extremely important 

development and an incentive to address the many challenges, as well as to 

take active measures to bring about the necessary changes. The prospect of 
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integrating the Western Balkan states into European structures has already 

contributed to stability in the region in the sense that the countries undertake 

to observe certain minimal standards, in particular in the field of human rights. 

I therefore welcome the recent decisions of the EU regarding Croatia and 

Serbia and Montenegro for further integration. 

 

The peaceful co-existence of the different population groups in the Balkans is a 

common project for the future of Europe. And I can assure you that Switzerland 

is willing to take its share of the responsibility for the tasks ahead. 

 

Keeping in mind the dreadful outcome of the 1990s, and at the same time 

measuring the road that has since been covered, I want to believe that the 

positive dynamics which are now under way in Bosnia and elsewhere are 

irreversible, and that they will bear even more fruit in the not-so-far distant 

future.  

 

To achieve this, it is important that each one of us does its part, with courage, 

determination and a sense of responsibility. However important the support of 

the international community may be, there can be no doubt that in the first 

place it is up to Bosnia and Herzegovina – its people and government – to 

actively pursue the reforms and to work towards the common good. I am aware 

that these are things more easily said than done. But it is to this end, to 

achieve the best possible balance between the responsibilities of those directly 

concerned and the responsibilities of the international community that we must 

continue to aim.  

 

Thank you for your attention. 

 

* * * * * 

 


